A clone of elusive parents: gonadotroph adenoma-female type.
A 69-year-old woman presented with visual disturbance. Perimetry testing revealed a bitemporal hemianopia. Brain MRI demonstrated a 2.2-cm gadolinium-enhancing pituitary mass. Previously she had been treated for hypothyroidism, hypertension, and dyslipidemia. She had hyperprolactinemia. Endoscopic transsphenoidal debulking improved her visual field defects. Histology showed a chromophobic adenoma. Electron microscopy showed elongated, polar cells with long, slender processes. The small uniform secretory granules were peripherally disposed, collecting heavily within cell processes. Based on electron microscopical characteristics the tumor is consistent with an ACTH-negative female gonadotroph adenoma. The parent cell of this rare variant of a pituitary adenoma is yet unknown.